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Burr & Forman's intellectual property team assists clients in
developing appropriate strategies to identify and protect inventions
and technology, and when necessary, helps our clients enforce or
defend their rights in those inventions and technology. We
represent clients in transactions involving these critical assets and
handle litigation related to these areas.

Our attorneys assist clients with all aspects of intellectual property
law, including:

● Copyrights

● Domain name & internet issues

● Licensing

● Litigation

● Non-compete

● Patents

● Privacy

● Protective agreements

● Service marks

● Social media

● Trademarks

● Trade secrets

Copyrights

We assist clients in the registration of their copyright interests as
well as the licensing and sale of their works. Our copyright
attorneys advise clients with respect to protectability of their
works, infringement concerns, fair use, proper use of other's
materials, and commercialization of their works. We also assist
clients in developing appropriate internet policies that comply with
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SCOPE OF SERVICES

Non-Compete & Trade Secrets

RELATED AREAS

Business Formation

Corporate Law

Cybersecurity & Data Privacy

Labor & Employment

Non-Compete & Trade Secrets

the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.

Intellectual Property Litigation

Our attorneys represent and defend our clients' interests in federal
and state courts and before the Trademark Trial and Appeals Board
(TTAB), and the Patent Office Board of Appeals. Our intellectual
property litigation group handles trademark infringement, copyright,
unfair competition, trade secret, and patent claims as well as
claims of non-compete, false advertising, counterfeiting, antitrust
violations, cybersquatting and domain name rights, or software
development contracts.

Licensing

Our IP attorneys prepare and negotiate technology agreements to
manage rights in our clients' intellectual property, including
licenses, assignments, joint development agreements, and research
agreements. We work with clients to develop strategies for
exploiting an existing intellectual property portfolio and maximizing
its value, as well as to license necessary inbound technologies on
favorable terms.

Patents

Our patent attorneys evaluate our clients' inventions for
patentability and infringement purposes, assist in obtaining patent
protection for the inventions, develop profitable licensing
strategies, and enforce those rights when appropriate. We assist
clients with portfolio management, due diligence efforts, non-
competition agreements, development and licensing agreements,
and all aspects of patent prosecution.

Technology

Our technology attorneys focus on all aspects of representing
technology-based companies. We work with these companies
throughout their life assisting with start-up issues specific to
technology companies, techniques and strategies for protecting
and exploiting their technology, development of appropriate
employee agreements and policies, development of licensing
strategies, acquisitions of related technologies, and when the time
comes, due diligence and assistance in negotiating the best exit
strategy for the company. Our team represents clients in handling
transactions in the software, biotechnology, entertainment, health
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care, manufacturing, consumer products, telecommunications, life sciences, food and beverage, energy,
hospitality, and franchise industries.

Technology Transactions and IP Due Diligence

In conjunction with our Mergers and Acquisitions group, we assist clients in transactions involving their
intellectual property assets. We help clients determine the value of the intellectual property, assess their
intellectual property portfolios, identify areas for growth, verify IP ownership, and negotiate the
corresponding transaction documents to close the deal.

Trade Secrets

First and foremost we work with clients to identify their trade secrets and develop plans to protect those
trade secrets. Our services include development of an overall trade secret protection plan, preparation of
confidentiality agreements, employee agreements, necessary manuals, and other individualized policies.
We work with clients to understand not only how to identify their trade secrets but how to take steps on a
daily basis to protect and maintain their rights in these trade secrets.

Trademarks

We assist clients with all stages of brand management from developing branding strategies, selecting and
clearing marks, obtaining federal and state registrations for those marks, developing and implementing
appropriate licensing strategies, and enforcing the brand rights. We report to our clients candidly about
legal issues and cases, which is particularly important when the clients are offering their business interest
to prosecuting trademarks and service marks, both in the U.S. and abroad. Our attorneys handle
proceedings at the TTAB, conduct IP due diligence for transactions, handle domain name issues and
litigate trademark-related disputes including infringement, unfair competition, and false advertising.

We also advise clients on clearance searches that identify the risks associated with using a mark as well
as the impact of common law rights in standard usage and on the Internet. Our team assists clients in the
process of securing and maintaining federal or state-level trademark or service mark registration. In
addition, our team continually reviews how marks are used and can help identify new opportunities for
licensing and enforcement.

News
● Burr & Forman Welcomes New Associate Adrienne Phillips to Orlando Office

Firm News, 02.07.2024

● Bill Lawrence Featured in Birmingham Business Journal Discussing Burr's Sports Law Practice
Media Mention, Birmingham Business Journal, 01.30.2024

● Burr's Nate Quirk Named to Leadership North Carolina's Class of 2023
Firm News, 11.12.2023

● Burr & Forman Earns National and Metro Rankings in 2024 Best Law Firms List
Firm News, 11.02.2023
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● 9 Burr & Forman Partners Have Been Recognized by Benchmark Litigation
Firm News, 10.06.2023

Events
● "Safeguard the planet through IP protections! An overview of IP-related climate pro bono," Climate Pro

Bono Bootcamp: Complimentary Virtual CLE Conference
Speaking Engagement, 01.17.2024

● Burr & Forman Hosts In-House Counsel Summit in Atlanta
Event, Truist Park, 09.30.2022

● Patent and Other IP Considerations in Product Development, Spring Meeting
Speaking Engagement, 05.10.2019

Publications
● United States Privacy Laws – Do You Know If You Are In Compliance?

Articles / Publications, 04.12.2022

● Supreme Court Upholds, But Limits, Assignor Estoppel Doctrine
Articles / Publications, 07.02.2021

● Supreme Court Finds Google’s Copying of Oracle’s Code is Fair Use, Avoids Copyrightability Question
Articles / Publications, 04.08.2021

● Hunter Freeman Analyzes Trademark Modernization Act for IPWatchdog
Articles / Publications, 03.04.2021
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